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      Move to Amend Member Nominated for Huffington Post’s 2010 “Ultimate Green Game Changer”

      
  
    
    
	Riki Ott, PhD, Executive Director of Ultimate Civics and member of Move to Amend, has been nominated as one of Huffington Post’s “Ultimate Game Changers.” The award honors people who make significant contributions to the way we look at the world and the way we live in it. Ott has spent the past five months in the Gulf of Mexico responding to to BP’s Deepwater Horizon

	disaster.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      PUBLIC NEWS SERVICE: Corporate $$$ = Free Political Speech: Two Brothers Can't Take It Sitting Down

       
  
  			By          
        Dan Heyman         
        
 
  
    
    
	CHARLESTON, W.Va. - Unable to take it anymore, two retired brothers from California are walking across the country to protest court decisions they say have given far too much political power to corporations. They entered West Virginia on Sunday, on their way to Washington, D.C., and are in Charleston today.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      SCAHILL: Blackwater's Black Ops

       
  
  			By          
        Jeremy Scahill         
        
 
  
    
    
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      HIGHTOWER: Two Multibillionaire Brothers Are Remaking America for Their Own Benefit

       
  
  			By          
        Jim Hightower         
        
 
  
    
    
	There's a difference between being paranoid and being suspicious. Paranoia is mental disturbance; suspicion is a rational deduction.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      OTT: Hide and Leak

       
  
  			By          
        Riki Ott         
        
 
  
    
    
	On July 15, BP managed to finally seal its broken Macondo wellhead and stop the oil that had been hemorrhaging into the Gulf of Mexico for 87 days. The very next week, as I was driving up the Florida coast, locals kept pointing out to me where cleanup workers were packing up and pulling out. From Crawfordville through to Carrabelle, and Port St. Joe to Pensacola, the booms were disappearing, the crew tents folded up and removed from beaches.

	The well had been capped, after all. The gusher had stopped. Game over. Everyone can go home, right?
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      NOLAN: The Top Ten Universities for Student Debt

       
  
  			By          
        Hamilton Nolan         
        
 
  
    
    
	For-profit" colleges have come under fire for saddling students with big debts in exchange for dim job prospects. But what about "real" colleges? They're pushing huge debts on students, too. We crunched the numbers to find the worst (NYU).
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      TRUTHDIG: Fox and Friends Trying to Bully and Buy Their Way Back to Power

       
  
  			By          
        Bill Boyarsky         
        
 
  
    
    
	Fox News and its boss, Roger Ailes, along with Karl Rove and unlimited corporate campaign contributions, pose an enormous threat to President Barack Obama and Democratic candidates this fall.


	Although they may not be working in tandem, they pursue common goals: Republicans winning control of Congress in 2010, defeating Obama two years later and restoring conservative business-first Republican policies.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Move to Amend rallies with the Monahans in Kansas City and Des Moines

       
  
  			By          
        Marybeth Gardam         
        
 
  
    
    
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      LOS ANGELES TIMES: Corporate Campaign Fundraising Picks Up Speed

       
  
  			By          
        Laura Bonham, Progressive Democrats of America         
        
 
  
    
    
	In an August 2 Los Angeles Times story, writer Tom Hamburger from the Times Washington Bureau reports that business and conservative groups are preparing to spend significant sums of money to defeat Democrats in the upcoming midterm elections.  Recent rulings by the Supreme Court allow unlimited spending by corporations and unions for some electioneering activities.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Denver Direct: Monahan Brothers reach Denver in march against corporate personhood

      
  
    
    
	The Monahan Brothers stopped in Denver last week on their coast-to-coast march against corporate personhood and corporate control of our government and politics. The local blog Denver Direct had this report and video:
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      ACLU: Georgia's voter-registration racially discriminatory

      
  
    
    
	WASHINGTON - July 7 - The American Civil Liberties Union, the ACLU of Georgia and the Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights Under Law (Lawyers' Committee) filed a motion late yesterday in a Washington, D.C. federal court to intervene in a challenge to the Voting Rights Act brought by the state of Georgia. The civil rights coalition is defending the constitutionality of Section 5 of the Act and challenging the state's flawed and racially discriminatory voter-registration practices.
ACLU Press Release  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      AMERICAN JOURNALISM REVIEW: Cappuccino and Citizen Journalism

       
  
  			By          
        Abby Brownback         
        
 
  
    
    
	Many would argue that news and coffee go together like salt and pepper. A hyperlocal site in Freehold, New Jersey, is willing to bet this holds true for newsrooms and coffee shops.

	The site, Freehold InJersey, is one of 14 Gannett-owned community news blogs across the state. But this one, run by the Asbury Park Press, is the only one to integrate its newsroom into a local coffee shop where citizen journalists can interact with fellow members of the community.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      KURTZ: Increasingly, nonprofits fill a need for investigative reporting

       
  
  			By          
        Howard Kurtz         
        
 
  
    
    
	In a seventh-floor conference room festooned with framed articles and journalism awards, Managing Editor Gordon Witkin leads the morning discussion of stories his staff is pursuing.

	Their latest scoop -- on members of Congress dumping their BP stock -- "was a big success," he says. "It was in an AP story that sent it everywhere, including Yahoo and Google News."
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      NEW YORK TIMES: One Person, One Vote for President

       
  
  			By          
        Editorial         
        
 
  
    
    
	Nearly 10 years after George W. Bush lost the popular vote to Al Gore and became president anyway, the New York State Legislature has a chance to withdraw from the archaic and unfair way this country picks its chief executives.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      LEWIS: Why Our President Should Be Elected by a National Popular Vote

       
  
  			By          
        Jason Lewis         
        
 
  
    
    
	It has been a long time since Massachusetts decided a presidential election. Presidential candidates spend the vast majority of their time and campaign funds on swing states like Ohio and Florida, and the votes of certain Americans are more sought after than others.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      BUSINESS NEWS AMERICAS: Costa Rican constitutional reform would protect water resources

       
  
  			By          
        Indiana Corrales         
        
 
  
    
    Costa Rica's congress is discussing a bill to modify the country's constitution to identify water as a natural resource for public use, Christian democrat party PUSC congressman Jose Roberto Rodriguez told BNamericas.

The bill, presented by Rodriguez, aims to modify section 14 of article 121, to ratify that water must be controlled by the state, and cannot be obtained by private firms.

The main purpose of the bill is to avoid excessive exploitation of the country's abundant water reserves, according to Rodriguez.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      CALIFORNIA WATCH: Emerging nonprofit journalism ventures set sights on education

       
  
  			By          
        Louis Freedberg         
        
 
  
    
    
	One of the more interesting questions in the burgeoning nonprofit journalism landscape is the extent to which new reporting ventures will focus on one area of coverage, or, like California Watch, will cover a range of topics.


	A slew of nonprofit ventures focusing on health and health policy reporting have sprung up in the last few years, mostly underwritten by foundations with a specific interest in health and health policy issues.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      MONTGOMERY COUNTY ADVERTISER: Alabama needs constitutional reform

       
  
  			By          
        Editorial in the Montgomery County Advertiser         
        
 
  
    
    
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      LAHONTAN VALLEY NEWS: Brothers bring awareness to corporate personhood

       
  
  			By          
        Steve Ranson         
        
 
  
    
     Minnesota brothers Laird and Robin Monahan are walking across the United States to warn citizens about corporations assuming more human characteristics in what may be considered a power grab of the Constitution

They arrived in Fallon earlier this week after beginning their journey in mid-May from San Francisco's Golden Gate Park. By following U.S. Highway 50, the Lincoln Highway, they hope to reach Washington, D.C. in mid to late-October.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      BOSTON GLOBE: Massachusetts House passes National Popular Vote bill

       
  
  			By          
        Boston Globe         
        
 
  
    
    The Massachusetts House has approved a bill intended to ensure that the winner of the presidential election is determined by the national popular vote and not by the Electoral College system.

The House voted 114-35 this afternoon for the National Popular Vote bill, sending it to the Senate.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      OAKLAND LOCAL: What's IRV? Civic organizations to educate public on new system

      
  
    
    As Oakland follows in the footsteps San Francisco took six years ago and switches to ranked-choice voting for this November's election, a diverse pool of organizations are heading voter education campaigns to boost county outreach efforts.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      TIMES OF INDIA: State moves to get prisoners their voting rights

       
  
  			By          
        Times of India         
        
 
  
    
    The state government has initiated a process whereby undertrials and convicts can cast their votes. India is one of the very few countries that does not allow prisoners to vote. Despite the state's best efforts, legislations could not be amended on time to allow prisoners to cast their votes this time. 

However, the matter will now be consistently pursued jointly by the state election commission and the state home department, it has been decided. 
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      MARIN INDEPENDENT JOURNAL: Newspaper relaunches as nonprofit

       
  
  			By          
        Rob Rogers         
        
 
  
    
    A consortium of West Marin writers, thinkers and scientists has purchased the Point Reyes Light, hoping to turn the Pulitzer Prize-winning weekly paper into one of a handful of newspapers run by a nonprofit corporation.

"We have created a new model, a hybrid for-profit/nonprofit entity that I think can save a lot of small-town newspapers around the country," said Mark Dowie, a former publisher of Mother Jones magazine and journalism professor at the University of California at Berkeley who serves on the governing board of the new corporation.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      MINNEAPOLIS STAR-TRIBUNE: South Dakota settles voting-rights suit

       
  
  			By          
        Paul Walsh         
        
 
  
    
    Voting rights have been restored for two American Indians in South Dakota who sued after being wrongly turned away at their polling places in the 2008 general elections because they were convicted felons, the American Civil Liberties Union said Wednesday.

The agreement on behalf of Pine Ridge Reservation residents Kim Colhoff and Eileen Janis was reached Monday with the state and Shannon County.

While state law bans voting by anyone sentenced to prison, the disenfranchisement was improperly applied to Colhoff and Janis, who were only sentenced to probation.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION: Civil rights coalition targets voter verification

       
  
  			By          
        Péralte C. Paul         
        
 
  
    
    A group of civil rights advocates, led by the American Civil Liberties Union, are seeking a permanent injunction blocking Georgia's citizenship voter verification requirements, arguing in a federal court Monday that it targets and discriminates against minorities.

Monday's hearing before a three-judge federal panel comes days after Republican Gov. Sonny Perdue named the state GOP's general counsel as a special attorney general to sue the Justice Department to obtain approval of the contentious measure.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      BUSINESSWEEK: Bill aimed at limiting Louisiana law clinics dies

       
  
  			By          
        Sonia Smith         
        
 
  
    
    A Senate committee scuttled a bill Wednesday aimed at shuttering the Tulane Environmental Law Clinic that critics say would have hampered operations at all the state's law clinics.

The measure would have prohibited university law clinics that get state funding from suing individuals for damages, taking government agencies to court or making constitutional challenges.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      WASHINGTON POST: Virginia Governor cuts wait times for felons wanting voting rights

       
  
  			By          
        Rosalind Helderman         
        
 
  
    
    Gov. Bob McDonnell (R) announced today that he is reducing the time that must pass, from three years to two, before a nonviolent felon who has completed his sentence can apply to have his voting rights restored. McDonnell also pledged that his office will act on those requests within 60 days after receiving information from the felon, courts and other agencies.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      PRICE: Pair walks country for a cause

       
  
  			By          
        Nancy Price         
        
 
  
    
    A pair of brothers who are walking across America to protest what they call 'the legal fiction that corporations are persons with constitutional rights' will be in Davis on Wednesday.

Robin Monahan, 67, and his brother Laird, 69, will be at the Farmers' Market beginning at 4:30 p.m. They left San Francisco on Saturday and will set off for Sacramento on Thursday morning.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      KOULISH: Public-private "immigration control complex" threatens democracy

       
  
  			By          
        Robert Koulish         
        
 
  
    
    Efforts to control undocumented immigrants challenge some of American democracy’s most basic precepts. At bottom, such efforts deal with the almost unresolvable struggle in democratic society: to locate people (most of whom are of color) who are unidentifiable for lack of records or documents without creating an apartheid police state.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      DEMOCRACY NOW! Student Strike at University of Puerto Rico Enters 28th Day

       
  
  			By          
        Amy Goodman         
        
 
  
    
    In Puerto Rico, an ongoing strike by students at the University of Puerto Rico is coming to a head. Riot police have surrounded the main gates of the university’s main campus and are trying to break the strike by denying food and water to students who have occupied the campus inside. The strike began nearly four weeks ago in response to budget cuts at the university of more than $100 million. On Thursday, a mass assembly of more than 3,000 students voted overwhelmingly to continue the strike. The next day, riot police seized control of the main campus gates.
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                    NMSE! is part of a network of organizations that support the Democratic Revolution.
We follow in the footsteps of earlier voting rights struggles. We draw inspiration from the suffrage and civil rights movements of the 18th, 19th, and 20th centuries, the experience from the Democracy Summer coalition of 2001, and the No Stolen Elections! campaign of 2004, and No More Stolen Elections! campaigns of 2008, 2011, 2012, and 2016.
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Foundation for the Democratic Revolution
Climate Strike
Global Climate Strike
Democracy Convention
Democracy is coming... to the U.S.A.
Move to Amend
End Corporate Rule. Legalize Democracy.
No More Stolen Elections!
Sign the Pledge
 


  

            

                   
    
                    
      


	



  