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      The Democratic Turn of the Century: Learning from the U.S. Democracy Movement

       
  
  			By          
        Ben Manski         
        
 
  
    
    Originally published by the journal Socialism & Democracy. Contact the author for permission to reprint.

Democracy movements arose in most regions of the globe during the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries. Students of social change have studied many of these movements, but, remarkably, have so far failed to look at that of the United States.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Democracy News: The future of labor and the environment

       
  
  			By          
        Liberty Tree Foundation         
        
 
  
    
    	
	





  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      A year-end Global Climate Convergence update from Timeka

      
  
    
    	

	







  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Locking Up Black Dissidents and Punishing the Poor: The Roots of Mass Incarceration in the US

       
  
  			By          
        Mumia Abu-Jamal and Johanna Fernandez         
        
 
  
    
      


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Liberty Tree News- Democratizing Education

      
  
    
      


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      UK students take to the streets to demand 'free education'

       
  
  			By         '> 
        Common Dreams         
        
 
  
                    
    
    


			Those are the calls being voiced in the streets of London on Wednesday as thousands of students marched for publicly-funded ("free") education nationwide. The protest was also billed as a direct challenge to austerity cuts to higher education imposed by the conservative government led by David Cameron.




  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Remembering the Christmas Truce of 1914

       
  
  			By          
        Veterans for Peace         
        
 
  
                    
    
    December 2014 will mark the 100 year anniversary of the Christmas Truce of 1914. During 2014 VFP National will plan activities to share with chapters to celebrate this memorable moment in history.


	Christmas Truce of 1914

During World War I, on and around Christmas Day 1914, the sounds of rifles firing and shells exploding faded in a number of places along the Western Front in favor of holiday celebrations in the trenches and gestures of goodwill between enemies.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Reclaiming Armistice Day on November 11th

       
  
  			By          
        Veterans for Peace         
        
 
  
                    
    
    

		Ringing 11 Bells For Peace

  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Tom Hayden: Letter to Congress on Escalation in Iraq & Syria

       
  
  			By          
        Tom Hayden         
        
 
  
    
    Dear Members of Congress,

The New War has escalated since we sent this letter November 3, 2014. President Obama has dispatched another 1,500 US troops and requested $5 billion in new funding. The president also has requested a congressional authorization. It is time for Congress to act and widen the public debate.

One of the bitter lessons of Vietnam, learned again in Iraq, is that it is relatively easy for Congress to authorize a war, but far more difficult to end one. Instead, there comes quagmire, suffering, cost, regret and political fallout.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      IPS to host webinar on "U.S.-ISIS Crisis and Washington's New Wars" on 11/13/14

       
  
  			By         '> 
        Institute for Policies Studies         
        
 
  
                    
    
    Join Phyllis Bennis, Director of the New Internationalism project, for an in-depth discussion on the crisis. We will discuss:

	
		Why is the Obama administration going back to war in Iraq and Syria?
	
		What is ISIS and why are they considered such a threat?
	
		Is this U.S. war helping the Syrian regime?
	
		Who – AND IN what country – is next?


Please join us for this important discussion – and invite your friends!
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      How emergency management in Michigan subverts democracy

       
  
  			By          
        Jake Blumgart - Next City         
        
 
  
                    
    
    Originally published on July 3rd, 2013

If you haven’t been following the goings-on in Detroit, this should bring you up to speed: Its elected leadership has lost control of the city. In April a state-appointed emergency manager, Kevyn Orr, signed an order effectively relegating city officials to the sidelines and placing himself in full control of Detroit’s policy apparatus. Nothing can be enacted without his approval.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      The struggle for democracy in D.C. moves forward

       
  
  			By          
        Scott McLarty - Firedoglake         
        
 
  
                    
    
    Originally published on September 16th, 2014

“The capital of the nation is the last plantation!” “Free D.C.!”

For decades, residents of “America’s last colony” have clamored for the same irrevocable rights as other citizens of the United States.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Detroit's water crisis is a democracy crisis

       
  
  			By         '> 
        Sarah Lazare - Common Dreams         
        
 
  
                    
    
    Detroit's "unprecedented" shutoff of water utilities to city homes condemns residents to "lives without dignity," violates human rights on a large scale, and disproportionately impacts African-Americans, United Nations investigators declared Monday following a two-day inquiry.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Medea Benjamin: Corporate media responsible for selling ISIS war

       
  
  			By          
        Medea Benjamin         
        
 
  
    
    A war-weary American public that a year ago resoundingly rejected US military intervention in Syria to overthrow the Assad regime now is rallying behind the use of force to destroy the so-called Islamic State (Isis).
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Week of action to oppose the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) Nov. 8-14

       
  
  			By          
        Action Alert from PopularResistance.org         
        
 
  
                    
    
    This fall, communities across the U.S. will once again join international allies in a global week of action against unjust trade. With Obama pushing to announce a TPP “framework” in November and the threat of Fast Track tripling in the lame-duck session, we need to demonstrate that hundreds of thousands still oppose corporate agreements meant to put profit before people and the planet.

Let us know if you think your community can hold an action of any kind this November, and help us stand beside those resisting unjust trade from New Zealand to New York.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      The New War, the Forever War, and a World Beyond War

       
  
  			By          
        World Beyond War         
        
 
  
                    
    
    A statement on the current and enduring crisis, by the coordinating committee of WorldBeyondWar.org

SUMMARY
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Live stream guide for the Climate Convergence Conference

      
  
    
    
	Opening Plenary Fri 9/19 7pm


	http://convergeforclimate.org/livestream


	Saturday 10:45am-12:15pm

The Climate Crisis is a Water Crisis | 

Peter Cleary, Sharon Khan, Paul Gallay, Mbacke Secke, Hann Baykeeper, Pete Nichols 
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Climate Convergence Workshops Featuring Liberty Tree Board and Staff

      
  
    
    The upcoming Climate Convergence conference in NYC from September 19th-20th will feature over 100 incredible workshops, teach-ins, grassroots training, panels, artistic spaces, community empowerment sessions and more! 

In addition to organizing this historic event through its Global Climate Convergence Project, Liberty Tree staff, board members, and volunteers will be leading and participating in many of the conference sessions.  Some highlights include:
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Join Liberty Tree at the We are Woman Rally!

      
  
    
    On Saturday, September 13th the We are Woman coalition will be

	rallying on Capitol Hill in Washington D.C. to call for:
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Community Democracy, and the Future of Broadband

       
  
  			By          
        David Morris         
        
 
  
                    
    
    
Map shows municipal and locally-controlled broadband networks nationwide. Communities invest in telecommunications networks for a variety of reasons - economic development, improving access to education and health care, price stabilization, etc. They range from massive networks offering a gig to hundreds of thousands in Tennessee to small towns connecting a few local businesses. (Image: Institute for Local Self-Reliance)

  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      UK's largest union calls for fracking ban and "democratic control of the energy industry"

       
  
  			By          
        Unite policy conference 2014         
        
 
  
                    
    
    
At UNITE’s 2014 policy conference, the following resolution was passed:

Composite C6 (Incorporating Motions D1, D3 & D4)

Standing in the names of:

North West/Merseyside AAC

North East, Yorkshire & Humber/300/22 Wm Morrison Distribution Stockton Branch

South West/001401 Bristol Finance & Legal Sector Branch

D. Environment

(i) Hydraulic Fracturing

Conference notes:

  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Massive trade union confederation calls for “Energy sovereignty and democratization”

       
  
  			By          
        Sean Sweeney         
        
 
  
    
    

 

 

 
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Denmark town achieves true Energy Democracy

       
  
  			By          
        Paul Kando         
        
 
  
                    
    
    Ballen, Denmark, is one of 18 small villages on Samsø, an island of 4,000 residents. The new Energy Academy with its 11 new jobs is located here, doubling as a meeting house and visitor center for those who come here from the world over to learn how to become 100 percent energy-independent. The island has 21 huge wind turbines generating over 104 million kW h/year, enough to power 26,000 homes. Sixty percent of the island’s buildings are heated by 4 solar district heating systems, with straw-burning back-up boilers; the rest use electric heat pumps. Cars run on electricity.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Center for Social Inclusion maps the movement for Energy Democracy

       
  
  			By          
        Center for Social Inclusion         
        
 
  
                    
    
    This map pinpoints communities across America that are innovating how to build their local economies while taking into their own hands the fight against climate change by developing community-scale renewable energy projects.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Participatory Budgeting in NYC: Governing at the Grassroots

       
  
  			By          
        Mike Menser and Ron Hayduk         
        
 
  
                    
    
    Like much of the rest of the globe, New York City is beset by two crises: economic instability and the changing climate. Any hope of making our intensely unequal and unsustainable city more equitable and resilient requires fundamental changes in the relationship between the government and its people, and between the economy and its infrastructure. This requires more than a change of administrations; it requires a reconstruction of the governance process itself.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Jackson, Miss. using worker-owned cooperatives to advance economic democracy

       
  
  			By          
        Gracie Davie         
        
 
  
                    
    
    When Iya’Falola Omobola first crossed the Mississippi state border 10 years ago, she felt uneasy. A friend told her that she was “feeling the energy from all those bodies hanging in the trees.” Yet, Omobola’s feeling soon changed. Born into a family of civil rights and labor organizers in Cleveland, Ohio, Omobola came to see Jackson as the Phoenix that rises from the ashes.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Participatory Budgeting continues to grow in NYC

       
  
  			By          
        Jay Cassano         
        
 
  
                    
    
    It would be tough to find something people like to complain about more than politicians. Now, thanks to New York City's Participatory Budgeting project, we get to do part of their job for them.

With the fast flow of information these days, the average citizen can easily be just as informed as any local politician or policy wonk. So why do we need politicians to spend our tax dollars for us? Especially when it comes local communities, people have a visceral and intuitive understanding of the changes they want to see.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Shut the Chamber National Day of Action on 4/25/14!

      
  
    
    
	


  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      TRUTHOUT: Building a more democratic banking system

       
  
  			By          
        Margaret Flowers and Kevin Zeese         
        
 
  
                    
    
      


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Al Jazeera: Oxfam says world's rich threaten democracy

       
  
  			By         '> 
        Al Jazeera         
        
 
  
                    
    
    
	The 85 richest people on planet "own the wealth of half the world's population", the charity said.

The world's elite have rigged laws in their own favour undermining democracy and creating a chasm of inequality across the globe, charity Oxfam said in advance of the annual get-together of the world's most powerful at Davos.
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                    NMSE! is part of a network of organizations that support the Democratic Revolution.
We follow in the footsteps of earlier voting rights struggles. We draw inspiration from the suffrage and civil rights movements of the 18th, 19th, and 20th centuries, the experience from the Democracy Summer coalition of 2001, and the No Stolen Elections! campaign of 2004, and No More Stolen Elections! campaigns of 2008, 2011, 2012, and 2016.
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Climate Strike
Global Climate Strike
Democracy Convention
Democracy is coming... to the U.S.A.
Move to Amend
End Corporate Rule. Legalize Democracy.
No More Stolen Elections!
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