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      Information about the secret financial dealings of some the world’s richest and most powerful people exposed in “The Panama Pape

       
  
  			By          
        The International Consortium of Investigative Journalists         
        
 
  
                    
    
    A giant leak of more than 11.5 million financial and legal records exposes a system that enables crime, corruption and wrongdoing, hidden by secretive offshore companies.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      South African anti-mining group continues speaking out against plans for titanium mine, calling for solidarity after assassinati

       
  
  			By          
        CIVICUS - World Alliance for Citizen Participation         
        
 
  
                    
    
    On 22 March 2016, Sikhosiphi “Bazooka” Rhadebe (pictured), chairperson of the, Amadiba Crisis Committee (ACC) was assassinated at his home by two assailants who shot him eight times in the head. ACC, a South African community organisation has been subjected to sustained harassment from local authorities and a mining company, for its campaign to oppose titanium mining on the ancestral land of local communities in the pristine Eastern Cape Province. Prior to the assassination, Rhadebe had contacted other members of the organisation warning them of a hit list that his name was on.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Berta Cáceres’ assassination, land rights and the growing criminalization of social justice leaders

       
  
  			By         '> 
        Autumn Spanne         
        
 
  
                    
    
    Since her mother’s murder a month ago, Bertha Isabel Zuniga Cáceres has scarcely had time to grieve. The 25-year-old student is adamant that her mother, Berta Cáceres Flores, will not become just one more Honduran environmental activist whose work was cut short by their assassination. 
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Scientists warn earthquake risks are increasingly linked to corporate injection of wastewater from gas and oil extraction into t

       
  
  			By          
        Anna Kuchment for Scientific American         
        
 
  
                    
    
    To Cathy Wallace, the earthquakes that have been rattling her tidy suburban home in Dallas feel like underground thunderstorms. First comes a distant roar, then a boom and a jolt. Her house shakes and the windows shudder. Framed prints on the walls clatter and tilt. A heavy glass vase tips over with a crash.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Hundreds protest lack of prosecution for police officers involved in shooting death of Jamar Clark

       
  
  			By          
        Carimah Townes for Think Progress         
        
 
  
                    
    
    
	After months of protest and tension in Minneapolis, Hennepin County Attorney Mike Freeman announced that he will not charge officers Dustin Schwarze and Mark Ringgenberg for the killing of Jamar Clark, an unarmed man who died from a gunshot to the head. Freeman says Schwarze shot Clark within 61 seconds of his arrival at the scene of a domestic dispute. According to the county attorney, Clarke was resisting arrest and had his hand on Ringgenberg’s gun.


	 


  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Community democracy scores a win for the environment through the passing of Minneapolis’ plastic bag restrictions ordinance

       
  
  			By          
        Jim Hammerand for Minneapolis / St. Paul Business Journal         
        
 
  
                    
    
    
	The Minneapolis City Council on Friday approved an ordinance that will ban carry-out plastic bags for most retailers and add a 5 cent litter fee.

	 


	Starting June 1, 2017, customers of Minneapolis retailers will have to use paper bags instead of plastic bags. The ordinance excludes plastic bags used for dry cleaning, newspaper deliveries, and plastic bags for takeout food or that come in direct contact with food (like ones used for fresh produce).

	 


	New plastic bag rules for Minneapolis retailers take effect in 2017.


	 


  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Twin Cities janitors reach agreement after negotiations following 24-hour strike in February addressing wages and workload

       
  
  			By          
        Andy Rathburn for Twin Cities Pioneer Press         
        
 
  
                    
    
    
	Minneapolis-St. Paul janitors have reached a tentative agreement on a new contract following months of negotiations and a 24-hour strike last month.


	 


	The union representing about 4,000 janitors across the Twin Cities announced that an agreement on a new four-year contract was reached between janitors and their employers after a 12-hour bargaining session that ended early Monday morning.


	 


  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      People power - it’s what drives democracy

       
  
  			By          
        Liberty Tree Foundation         
        
 
  
                    
    
    People power - it’s what drives democracy. We stand in solidarity with all of the organizations and individuals proving that there is power in standing together and taking action in our communities.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Toronto based coding groups empower youth of color in response to lack of diversity in tech industry

       
  
  			By         '> 
        Lucas Powers for CBC News         
        
 
  
                    
    
    Youth of colour key to creating 'a tech world that reflects the society we live in,' say organizers.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      GMO labeling victory in Senate may be short-lived, but sheds light on successful pushback against corporate interests

       
  
  			By          
        Zoe Lister-Jones for The Huffington Post         
        
 
  
                    
    
    Last week, a bill to pre-empt states’ rights to label GMOs was overturned in the Senate. With over 90% of Americans in favor of labeling foods containing Genetically Modified ingredients, this outcome lends hope at a time in which many of us might feel the weight of corporate interest too often impacting legislation.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Climate activists challenge using eminent domain for fracking with “Pancakes Not Pipelines” protest

       
  
  			By         '> 
        Lee Ziesche for AlterNet         
        
 
  
                    
    
    Academy Award-nominated filmmaker Josh Fox (Gasland) and others from the activist group Beyond Extreme Energy were arrested today protesting the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission for its role in continuing to permit fossil fuel projects that will greatly accelerate climate change.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Grassroots activists successfully pressured corporate giant Kraft into dropping artificial dyes

       
  
  			By          
        Pulin Modi for The Huffington Post         
        
 
  
                    
    
    Kraft Mac & Cheese hit the news earlier this month with a series of marketing videos announcing many of their most popular products were free from artificial dyes. Such a substantial recipe change may seem like a sudden pivot, but it’s old news to the 365,806 consumers who spent three years promoting a petition on Change.org targeting Kraft for the removal of all synthetic dyes in Mac & Cheese.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Lack of polling places and long lines punctuate reports of voter suppression in Arizona

       
  
  			By          
        AJ Vicens for Mother Jones         
        
 
  
                    
    
    Faith Decker, a 19-year-old sophomore at Arizona State University, got off work a little early Tuesday night so she could vote in her first-ever primary. She arrived at a church in southeast Phoenix just before 7 p.m. to find "the line wrapped completely around the corner, 300 to 400 people." After waiting in that line for more than three hours, she finally reached the check-in desk. She was told that she couldn't vote—not because the polls had closed three hours before, but because she was registered in a different county.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Teach-ins unite students, activists and visionaries from New York to Madison

       
  
  			By          
        Michelle Stearn for The Next System Project         
        
 
  
                    
    
    
	The beginning of March brought a wave of connections and developments for students, community activists, economists, and visionaries of all kinds at the Next System Project Inaugural Teach-Ins.


	 


  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Tips for getting a “TPP Free Zone” law adopted in your community

       
  
  			By          
        The Alliance for Democracy         
        
 
  
                    
    
    The TPP threatens laws and regulation designed to protect public health, financial transparency, food safety, workers rights, the climate and the environment. It allows governments to be sued by corporations for lost profit as a result of these ordinances. Yet labor, environmental, health care, internet/free press, climate justice, green energy and democracy organizations were excluded from negotiations, and, under fast track, can't work with legislators to amend the text of the agreement.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Model legislation for local “TPP Free Zones”

       
  
  			By          
        The Alliance for Democracy         
        
 
  
                    
    
    Global corporations are engaged in a series of elaborately planned moves to take away our democratic rights, and currently, nowhere is that more evident than in the promotion of multinational trade agreements like the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP). Alliance for Democracy’s TPP-Free Zone campaign encourages communities to organize proactively against the TPP.  This campaign also provides a basis for establishing strong local rights as part of a global movement for economic and environmental justice.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      How trade deals like the TPP undermine climate protections

       
  
  			By          
        Brian Bienkowski         
        
 
  
                    
    
    A powerful legal tool designed to protect foreign investors could undermine commitments made in Paris last month to reign in climate warming emissions. 
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Expanding the sense of the necessary and the possible

       
  
  			By          
        Liberty Tree Foundation         
        
 
  
                    
    
    “The major waves of teach-ins of the past 50 years have gone beyond the choir to inspire large numbers of people to expand their sense of the necessary and the possible.”

  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Poisoned democracy

       
  
  			By          
        Liberty Tree Foundation         
        
 
  
                    
    
    	
	








  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Flint crisis shines light on Navajo water contamination and encourages movement against environmental racism in U.S.

       
  
  			By          
        Courtney Parker         
        
 
  
                    
    
    Recent media coverage and spiraling public outrage over the water crisis in Flint, Michigan has completely eclipsed the ongoing environmental justice struggles of the Navajo. Even worse, the media continues to frame the situation in Flint as some sort of isolated incident. It is not. Rather, it is symptomatic of a much wider and deeper problem of environmental racism in the United States.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Michigan activist imprisoned after organizing against nation's first Emergency Financial Manager

       
  
  			By          
        Jackie Miller         
        
 
  
    
    Why is Rev. Edward Pinkney in prison?
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Detroit "People's Water Board" coalition fights against water privatization

       
  
  			By          
        Ashley Bohrer         
        
 
  
                    
    
    On July 3, dozens of Michigan activists convened in Detroit to begin a march to demand water justice in the state. The six-day march covered 70 miles as organizers walked from Detroit to Flint and continued by bus to the state capitol in Lansing, stopping in five other Michigan cities along the way. The action was called by The Peoples' Water Board, a coalition of 30 community organizations including labor unions, racial justice organizations, religious congregations, human rights groups and environmental activists. 
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Join us in Boston on Nov. 6th to kick-off "10,000 for Democracy"!

      
  
    
    

		Can the Democracy Movement Save Our Planet?


		An Evening with the Liberty Tree Foundation's Ben Manski



	
	

									 




  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      ILSR: The growing energy democracy movement has huge potential

       
  
  			By          
        John Farrell         
        
 
  
                    
    
    The transformation taking place in the electricity system is enormous, but twofold. But most commentators – including the former FERC chair – miss half the opportunity when they fixate on the inevitable technological rather than the more fundamental economic transformation.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Pope speaks of "right of the environment" in address to Congress

       
  
  			By         '> 
        Suzanne Goldenberg and Stephanie Kirchgaessner         
        
 
  
                    
    
    The Pope demanded justice for the weak and affirmed the rights of the environment on Friday in a forceful speech to the United Nations that admonished against “a selfish and boundless thirst for power and material prosperity”.
 
  
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Alperovitz and Hanna: Socialism, American-Style

       
  
  			By          
        Gar Alperovitz and Thomas Hanna         
        
 
  
                    
    
    The great 20th-century conservative economist Joseph Schumpeter thought the left had overlooked a major selling point in pressing the case for public — i.e., government — control over productive capital. “One of the most significant titles to superiority,” he suggested, was that public ownership produced profits, which means not having to depend on taxes to raise money.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Community activists in St. Louis win decade long fight to create civilian board to investigate police misconduct

       
  
  			By          
        Rebecca Rivas         
        
 
  
                    
    
    St. Louis City Mayor Francis G. Slay signed the civilian oversight legislation into law today (Wednesday, May 6) in his office with Alderman Terry Kennedy (Ward 18), who fought for more than 10 years for the legislation. Slay vetoed Kennedy’s original legislation after it passed the Board of Aldermen in 2006, so Kennedy has waited almost a decade to shake the mayor’s hand at this bill-signing ceremony.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Participatory budgeting empowers communities of color in New York

       
  
  			By          
        Sondra Youdelman         
        
 
  
                    
    
    NEW YORK — Today, Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito and New York City Council Members kicked off the voting period for New York City’s 2014-2015 participatory budgeting cycle — now the largest such process in the nation. This year, 24 Council Districts will allocate nearly $30 million citywide for residents to collaboratively develop into local capital projects through a year-long process of neighborhood assemblies, delegate meetings, and project expositions.
  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Celebrate Earth Day with Cheri Honkala in Santa Barbara!

      
  
    
    
	 


	Join America’s leading anti-poverty activist in celebrating Earth Day, 2015:

	 


	Cheri Honkala of the Poor People’s Economic Human Rights Campaign and Liberty Tree's Global Climate Convergence


	 


  


  
  
        

         



  

  
    
   

  
      Introducing the Next System Project
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                    NMSE! is part of a network of organizations that support the Democratic Revolution.
We follow in the footsteps of earlier voting rights struggles. We draw inspiration from the suffrage and civil rights movements of the 18th, 19th, and 20th centuries, the experience from the Democracy Summer coalition of 2001, and the No Stolen Elections! campaign of 2004, and No More Stolen Elections! campaigns of 2008, 2011, 2012, and 2016.
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Foundation for the Democratic Revolution
Climate Strike
Global Climate Strike
Democracy Convention
Democracy is coming... to the U.S.A.
Move to Amend
End Corporate Rule. Legalize Democracy.
No More Stolen Elections!
Sign the Pledge
 


  

            

                   
    
                    
      


	



  